Parent’s Council Meeting Minutes
November 12, 2008

Attendees:  Uche Mbakwe, Kathy Brindle, Vicki Wallace, Brenda Didelot, Cynthia Witt, Kishore Pagadala, Anne Goodman, George Tome, Debra Ryan, Katie Franks, T.V. Seshadri, Carrie Bowman, Beth Heaney (apologies for any omissions!)

· Anne Goodman opened the meeting asking for approval of the October Meeting Minutes and welcomed everyone in attendance.

· Carrie Bowman spoke on the financial report.  Rivermont is continuing to bring in revenue at this point, as the one-for-books program from the fall Book Fair is incomplete.  As of today, one-for-books has generated $1870.00.  We are in a good situation right now, as the Magazine Drive and Book Fair are paid.  We are still waiting on some invoices from Scrip sales, but overall the treasurer’s report looks positive.

· Katie Franks gave an overview on the fall Book Fair.  Gross sales were up—totaling $5149.70, one-for-books is $1869.68, giving a total of $7019.38 for the fundraiser.  This is a 73.35% increase over book fair history.  Scholastic gave us an additional $1800.00 in books and $200.00 in regular book donations.  Shalar Brown tried to purchase as many hardcover books for the library as possible with the Scholastic monies.  Happy Joes donated 1500 fundraiser cards to Rivermont thanks to Kristel Ersan.  By selling the fundraiser cards, several students were able to enjoy “pizza perks”.  The 4th grade class sold the most cards at $430.00 and are going to be treated to a Happy Joes pizza party to be held on Friday, November 14.  Adam Douglas will make sure that the yearbook staff will be in attendance for photos.  The 3rd grade took second place in the fundraiser card selling contest—every student was awarded a coupon for a free Little Joe pizza.  There were 5 outstanding salespeople overall—all of their families won a dinner at Happy Joes and were awarded a special letter from Happy Joes corporate.
We will continue to get more French and Spanish books for future Book Fairs.  Rivermont is able to tag onto a French immersion school in the Minneapolis area to order more K-12 French books.  Katie thanked everyone for volunteering at the fall Book Fair.

· The Sally Foster gift wrap fundraiser was discussed next.  Our goal was to double last year’s sales, which was surpassed.  We had $850.00 in online orders and $1537.00 in paper orders.  Parent’s Council garners a 50% profit from this fundraiser—we would like to have a $4000.00 goal next year.  We get a hefty percentage taken out of the profit due to shipping costs, as there is a minimum order required for free shipping.  There was some discussion regarding turning this into an online fundraiser only. 

· Anne Goodman briefly discussed the Parent/Teacher conferences regarding hosting treats for the faculty.  She thanked Bindu Alla and Seema Joshi for providing the teachers with great treats during conferences.

· Carrie Bowman discussed the fall funding requests.  Almost all requests that were submitted by teachers were approved.  The requests were not numerous—Parent’s Council was able to grant fall funding requests but suggested that the teachers “think bigger” next time around, as these are requests to directly benefit our children, and are not within the normal classroom budget.
· Beth Heaney briefly discussed Scrip.  We are on track with Scrip orders—hopefully the pre-holiday order will be huge.  The deadline for ordering Scrip cards to arrive before the holiday break will be Friday, December 5th.  We currently have stock in Hy-Vee gift cards.

· Kathy Brindle spoke about Rivermont Wear and Grandparent’s/Special Friends Day on November 26th.  We just received Rivermont hooded sweatshirts with “Grandparent” on the front and will probably be placing another order from Adcraft to arrive prior to Grandparent’s/Special Friend Day.  These are great holiday gift ideas.  Kathy passed around a sign up sheet for volunteers needed to bring baked goods, and needs help in setting up and in cleaning up the reception on Grandparent’s Day.  Arati Parikh will be coordinating the reception.

· Anne Goodman spoke about the Annual Fund drive and asked for suggestions or ideas on how we can get a higher percentage of parent participation this year.  The Annual Fund drive needs to be a constant reminder.  A suggestion was brought up to have the reminder letter come from a child—like a love letter.  Last year, the faculty/staff had 100% participation in the annual fund, parent participation was approximately 51%.  The dollar amount given is not as important as the number of parents participating in the Annual Fund.  Outside grants are harder to obtain when parent participation is low.  It shows a lack of support within the Rivermont community.

· Anne Goodman also discussed the Parent’s Council calendar for this year.  It seems like the calendar is still really full in the fall.  She asked for suggestions regarding scheduling.  It was brought up that Magazine drive could be an online fundraiser only, and that we should add the QSP link to the Rivermont website.  We can continue to order magazines throughout the year and Rivermont Parent’s Council gets credit if our account number is indicated.
· Other business discussed was parking jams.  It has been a problem as of late that parents are parking in the circle instead of the designated parking lots.  The circle is to be used for drop off and pick up only, not parking.  Anne will contact the Headmaster regarding putting a reminder in Headlines about the parking procedure.  

It was discussed that the level of homework is too much—especially at the middle and upper school levels.  Parents are moving their children out of Rivermont due to the level of homework.  It was suggested that the particular teachers need to be met with, in addition to the Dean to bring these types of issues to the forefront.

REMINDER:  NO PARENT’S COUNCIL MEETING DURING THE MONTH OF DECEMBER.  NEXT PARENT’S COUNCIL MEETING 
IS WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14TH AT 8:30 A.M. 
IN BECHERER HALL CAFETERIA.

