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Questions

1.
2. Are the personal examples the author uses more appropriate than ones fy

At the start of her essay “Mother Tongue,” Amy Tan criticizes herself for writing
that is “burdened . . . with nominalized forms, past perfect tenses, conditional
phrases.” Similarly, George Orwell (p. 529) lambasts “the -ize and de- formations,”
preferring direct verbs. He also cautions against complex or unusual words that
“dress up simple statements,” preferring economy of language. Both writers argue
for clear, authentic writing using the most straightforward language possible.

Nominalization

Nominalization is the process that changes a verb into its noun form. The verb
discuss becomes discussion, for instance; the verb depend becomes dependence;
recognize becomes recognition. The noun forms often result in wordiness, stiff-
ness, or awkward constructions, as the following examples (with added italics)
show.

Instead, he puts the emphasis on verbs and writes:

Showy Vocabulary

Having a large and diverse vocabulary gives a writer many choices and usually
results in more precise writing. Inexperienced writers, however, often believe that
fancier is better and try to show off words they know. In “Mother Tongue,” Amy
Tan looks back on a first draft of a story containing this line:

. Are there places in the essay that would benefit from the addition of anc

. How would you describe Nazanin’s tone? Cite passages to support your resi)‘o

What do you find most appealing or effective about Nazanin’s essay?

sources? If you were making suggestions for a revision, would you recor
adding external sources? Why or why not?

sonal example? Explain where and why.

Grammar as Rhetoric and Style

Concise Diction

.
.............................................................................................................

Rodriguez could have said:

I had the knowledge that my speech in English was poor.

I'knew very well that I spoke English poorly.
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That was my mental quandary in its nasct

If, she
ense of humor aboujt herself,
“ﬁgtii)rsxable sentence she believed that a s¢
syould finally prove I had mastery over th

was“a terrible line” that needed revision. C
That was my dilemma in its earliest state

The key to figuring out 1f a word. is tc
word — for example, pernicious —18 m
word — for example, fatal — or if you th
sive than the latter. Pernicious seems apprc

Hijacking the language proves especia
deodorize their programs with near-O1

On the other hand, pernicious is inappror
We all heard the pernicious gunshots.

The only reason you might laugh w
on your natal day!” is that that expres
“Happy birthday!” — and much. less au |
own decisions because these choices are
rather of how you assess your audience -
guage will have.

Rhetorical and Stylistic Strate
Writers who use nominalizations, de-
unusual words may think these choices
and the ideas they express. However, tt
expressions that fall into these categor
perhaps even insincerity. Whenever po
less complexity, less length, and }ess ob:
able prose with an authentic voice.

Identify awkward or pretentious ¢
revise each sentence as necessary t0

1. Apersonwhohasa depender

usually insecure.
2. Let’s have a discussion of the






