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Grammar as Rhetoric and Style
Parallel Structures

Sentences
- formoa)zarfls ?f a Sfan.tence are parallel when structures within them take th
. Parallelism is important at the level of the word, the phrase, and the
) €

clause.

Why should we live with such hurry and waste of life?
— HEeNrY DAVID THOREAU

In this sentence, the w

s ords hurry and waste, b W
i , both ...
with; hurry and waste are parallel. nouns, follow the preposition

In eternity there is indeed something true and sublime
— HEeNRY DAVID THOREAU

]

Phrases

...........

Men esteem it
truth remote, in the outskirts of the system, behind the farthest star.

5 before Adam and after the last man.
— HEeNRY DavID THOREAU

odify the adjecti in thi
gﬁﬂ glrasezsi'dgzc:;ve remqte in this first sentence, Thoreau uses parallel pre
: ¢ outskirts, before the farthest star, before Adam, and aJI‘)terI;Zé







